Guidelines for Leader

Ideally this service should take place in the school oratory/prayer space, or in a room which has been adapted to allow a more prayerful atmosphere.
A PowerPoint presentation has been provided to accompany this prayer service for optional use.

Slide 1 – While people arrive

Hymn 

I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin
my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?

            Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord? 
            I have heard you calling in the night.
            I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
            I will hold your people in my heart. 
  
I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them.
They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone,
give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my words to them.
Whom shall I send? 
            Here I am, Lord. ...... 
  
I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will send the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them.
My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send? 
            Here I am, Lord. .....
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Leader:	O God, come to our aid
All:		O Lord, make haste to help us.

Leader:	Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
All:		as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen. 

Leader:	Let us begin our year in prayer, giving praise to God and reflecting on this noble   vocation that he has entrusted to us to serve our society through the formation of young people in a community of faith and learning.

Prayer – recited by all
Lord, may this term, and all that it brings,
come to me from your loving hands.
for You are the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
You are the Way, let me just follow.
You are the Truth, let me just see.
You are the Life, let it enfold me,
in summer, in winter,
in sunshine, in sorrow.
All is good that you send me,
today and tomorrow.
Let me just love you, and do as you say.
and so in your name I set out on this term.
Amen
(YouCat Youth Prayer Book)

Slide 2
Reflection
The specific purpose of a Catholic education is the formation of boys and girls who will be good citizens of this world, loving God and neighbour and enriching society with the leaven of the gospel, and who will also be citizens of the world to come, thus fulfilling their destiny to become saints.
Catholic education is "intentionally directed to the growth of the whole person." An integral education aims to develop gradually every capability of every student: his or her intellectual, physical, psychological, moral, and religious capacities … 
Because of the gospel's guiding role in a Catholic school, one might be tempted to think that the school's distinctiveness lies only in the quality of its religious instruction, catechesis, and pastoral activities. Nothing is further from the position of the Holy See. Rather, the Catholic school must embody its genuine catholicity even apart from such programs and projects. It is Catholic because it undertakes to educate the whole child, addressing the requirements of his or her natural and supernatural perfection. It is Catholic because it provides an education in the intellectual and moral virtues. It is Catholic because it prepares for a fully human life at the service of others and for the life of the world to come. All instruction, therefore, must be authentically Catholic in content and methodology across the entire program of studies.
Archbishop J Michael Miller CSB: Five Essential Marks of Catholic Schools

Scripture Reading

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp to put it under a tub; they put it on a lamp-stand where it shines for everyone in the house. In the same way your light must shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing your good works, they may give praise to your Father in heaven.
Slide 3
Reflection questions:
Quiet music may help to maintain a prayerful atmosphere during the time of reflection.

· How do I display “a commitment to the integrated education and formation of the whole person” and not only the academic achievements of students? (Charter for Catholic Schools in Scotland)
· In what ways do I prepare students to make a positive contribution to society?

Prayer – recited by all
Lord, 
we ask your blessing
on all the young people
entrusted to our care.
We ask you to give them
the gifts of knowledge and wisdom
and understanding.
What we pray for,
may they be determined to work at,
so that they develop
an open mind,
a thirst for knowledge,
and a wisdom that makes good use
of their knowledge and experience.
We know that any gifts are useless
without compassion
and concern for others,
and so we ask you
to inspire our young people
to live a life for others
that is worthwhile.
Amen.
(from Nicholas Hutchinson: Praying Each Day of the Year: May – August)

Slide 4
Scripture reading
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you … Let the message of Christ, in all its richness find a home with you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or do anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Slide 5
Reflection questions:
Quiet music may help to maintain a prayerful atmosphere during the time of reflection.

· How do I contribute to the creation of “a community of faith and learning” that “aims to honour the life, dignity and voice of each person, made in the image of God”? (Charter for Catholic Schools in Scotland)
· What do I see as my contribution to the formation of ‘citizens of the world to come’ and in what ways do show this?
Slide 6
Intercessions

Entrusting ourselves to the guidance and goodness of God, we offer our prayers to our heavenly Father.

Our Father who art in heaven:
let us pray that we will always remember that we are citizens of heaven as well as earth, children of the merciful and loving Father.
Lord hear us

Hallowed be thy name:
let us pray that all we do and all we say will be done in the name of the Jesus and so give glory to the eternal Father.
Lord hear us

Thy Kingdom come: 
let us pray that children and young people in our care will experience school to be a place where the values of God’s Kingdom are a lived reality.
Lord hear us

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven:
let us pray that we will help our students to discern the will of God and encourage them to do it through the witness of our own lives.
Lord hear us

Give us this day our daily bread: 
let us pray that the ‘food’ we offer our students will truly nourish them, giving them life through an encounter with the mystery of creation and human life that we explore in our classrooms.
Lord hear us

And forgive us our trespasses:
let us pray that we will recognize our human weakness and frailty, entrusting ourselves to the mercy of God and the forgiveness of our colleagues and friends.
Lord hear us

As we forgive those who trespass against us:
let us pray that we will tread gently in the fragility of others’ lives, raising them up when they have fallen and always offering them hope of new life.
Lord hear us.

And lead us not into temptation:
let us pray at the beginning of a new year, that we will not be overcome by our own weakness and sinfulness, but always be strong in our vocation to form young people in life of faith.
Lord hear us

But deliver us from evil:
let us pray that the Lord will bless all that we do and use it as a force for good, that we make known His love for the good of others and for His glory.
Lord hear us

We sum up these and all our prayers in the words our Saviour gave us: Our Father …

St Luke tells us that under Mary’s care Jesus “increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and men”; let us seek her intercession that we too may grow in wisdom and serve God and men in the year ahead: Hail Mary …

Closing prayer – recited by all
Lord God, your spirit of wisdom fills the earth
and teaches us in your ways.
Look upon us teachers.
Let us strive to share our knowledge with gentle patience
and endeavor always to bring the truth to eager minds.
Grant that we may follow Jesus Christ, the way, the truth and the life,
forever and ever.
Amen.

Leader:	Let us bless the Lord
All:		Thanks be to God

Hymn 

I will be with you wherever you go.
Go now throughout the world!
I will be with you in all that you say.
Go now and spread my word!

Come, walk with me on stormy waters.
Why fear?  Reach out, and I’ll be there.

And you, my friend, will you now leave me,
Or do you know me as your Lord?




